“You represent your
child in every way, shape,
faghion and form,” said. .
MceCGehee — from arranging
medical care for a fragile
toddler to finding an algebra
tutor for a failing student.

‘The CASA programhas
been around for more than
30 years, relylngon public
funding and private grants
torecruit, train and su-
pervise volunteers. But
statebudget cuts have beeh
shrinking its funding and
eliminatedthe Ecsm% this
year.

Now, said mxmo:ﬂe.m
Director Dilys Tosteson
Giarcia, “We have to raise
every single dollar we need
from private sources.”

They managed toraise
enough thisyeartohelpa
record number of children.
But Garcia realizes that
future fundraising depends

on broadening the organiza-

tiom’s base of support.
CASAhasrelied heavily

on white, middle-class ,
women as volunteers. But

40% of children in foster care
in Los Angeles County are.
plack. 8o this month, the
group held its flrst recruit-
~ment event at Dorsey High
in the Crenshaw distriet,

Champions for foster

<o€=8ﬁ group works to keep %ocgm mSB falling Hgocmw system’s
gaping holes. wcﬁ state funding dried up, and more help is needed.
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Former high
school Princi-
pal Elois
McGehee
remembers
what got her
started. It -
was a gradua-
tionday at
Locke Highin
Wattsmotre thana Qmom% '
ago.

“The mw.mnsmﬂou cere-
mony was over:I'm leaving
schoolin my'ear, driving .
home,” she reealled.“Then I
seethiskid mE..Em. b atbus
stop —wearinga nmﬁ and
gown. .

" “Ithought, ‘What feid
graduates from high sehool,
and doesn’t have a single
person who comes to the
school to celebrate 2;5
HH_.EQ. 11

Lotsofkids, 1t ﬂ:.sm out.

- 'The boywas one of hun-
dreds of Locke High stu-
dents in foster care — living
not with parents orrela-
tives, but in group homes
mﬂmn,mu by employees or with
famillés paid to provide for
them,

“Ithought, “This is .Emﬁ
not falr,”” McCGehee said.
“They’re alone throughno

" fault of their own. They need

somebody to advocate for
them.”

Ten years latet; after she
retired, McGehee became
that somebody — a court
appointed special advocate-
(CABA), one of 375 volun-
teers charged with keeping
vitlnerable children from
falling through gaping holes
inthe foster care systemin

where thousands ofblack
and Latino students live in
group homes or with foster
families,

“Doit for moE,mm: ortell
somebody about us,” Garcia
urged the two dozen people
who turned out. “Let them
know, ‘“These are our chil-
dren. Thisis our respon-
sibitty.” ”
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Samuel Herod shoul-
dered that responsibility 10
“years ago. Herod, 58, grew
up in South Los Angeles and
still lives there. “I see foster
homes on every block in miy
neighborhood” fiear 39th
and Western, he said.

He gaid he became an

" advoeate because he “was

tired of watching [foster
children] leave the system
not ready for work, not
ready for school, withio one
teaching themthe things
that our parents ﬂm;mﬁ.. Bm.
"and you.™

two brothers, §and ¥, who'd
- been parceled out to sepa-
rate homes. He got them
reunited. Then he got them
adopted by two sisters whio
each were willing to adopt
one boy, “sothey’d grow up
together,” Herod said.

Now he's guiding six
young people, from 17 to ZL
Some problems are large, as
children try to shake off
family legacies of addiction
and violence. Others are
heartbreakingly small.

“Thave a girl whose

"school pictures.cost $39, and

nobody would pay for
them,” Herod said. “The

our regponsibiiity,’ The
county says, ‘It’snot our
responsibility.’ ”

SoHerod bought the
photos. “Thirty-nine doltars
they were arguing over, and
they're getting [thousands
of doliars] to care for her....
What doesthat saytoa
child?”

Herod said being an
advocate puts life in per-
spective: “You cah com-
plain, ‘I grewup in a single-
parent home.” Well, how'd
youlike to grow up with no
parents, in 22 different

foster homes?”
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It’s not an easy task.

_ Child advoeates havetobe

patient listeners and inde-
fatigable supporters; willing
to challenge foster parents,

“soclal workers and schiocl

officials, and able tofind
sometimes 15 hours a month
to consult with teachers,
doctors and lawyers.
MeGehee, the retired
principal, signed on after
she read a cojurnn I wrote
about foster care two years
ago. But volunteeringis not
the only way to help, You
canwrite a cheek, or spread
the word in your neigh-
borhood, your church, your

.bock elub. “We need to shine

alight on foster children,”

“ McGehee said.

At her schools, “you
never saw the foster parents
on Back to School Night or
at parent-teacher confer-
ences... Whenyougeta
chance to work with these
kids, yourealize how alohe
theyare,”

Q\“N\

calling the foster home ol
student who had been lal

. for school every morning

asked the foster parent fi
help: ‘Maybe wake herug
earlier or something.’".A
dayslater, the student ca
into the office and asked
her{ransfer papers.

Bhe was being moved
another home because ti
foster mother was annoy
by the principal’s call.

“Ifelt terrible about it
MeGehee said. “This chil
was totally on herownin
education process.”

Her observation mad:
me think of all the phone
calls and emails I get whe
write about failing schoo
“It’s the parents’ fault,”
readerstellme. :

But in some schools it
Los Angeles, one in four
gtudents 15 in foster care
living in homes where no
one seems to careifthey
make it to school on time
pass their algebraexam,
graduation photos. And
only a relative handful —
0f 26,000 foster children -
have CASA volunteers
looking out forthem. =

McGehee's new charg
a 13-vear-old boy, whose
teachers tell her he ig'strn
gling. “He doesn’'t call me
McGehee admits. But sh
“monitoririg” his algebrs
grades. “Ireach out to hil
constantly.”

He may not appreciat
yet, she said. “But he kno
there’s an extra ﬁmwmgg
cares.”

And that’s animports

_ message to giveastrug-

gling, rootless child,
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-“The prineiple of bail 1§ ~

s0meéthing 0. fundamiental,
.that you. shouldn’t be held
- until youw're. found gulity,”
o quatellasgid;”

L . The dangerous “dondi-

“tions in the nation’s.largest

[-Jail: system, which will: be -

‘| -Overseen by a special m
Sotafterascat

tained unnecesseril
quarells added.

ICE holds in'most cases was
vetded by Gov, Jerry Brown
last onth, S
Denying bail to arrestees -
- would godbove and beyorid.
i} Secure Communities; which
‘Iequires.only:that local law
| gnforcemen

he 48:hour

. 0 be abused and
treated differently from oth-

317 other coun.
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